
Although this  i sn ’ t  the  f i rst  t ime Danie l  Spivakov has  used the  Old Master ’ s  s tage  to  demonstrate  his  own 
conf l icted v is ion of  contemporary  arcady,  a  now nine-month st int  in  Venice  has  c lear ly  re inforced a  motivat ion to  

revis i t  th is  re lat ionship.  

For  the  exhibit ion »A skul l ,  a  condom,  and Velázquez  Spivakov«  chooses  Diego Velázquez  as  a  backdrop for  h is  
paint ings.  Ini t ia l ly  us ing digita l  pr int ing to  render  monochromatic  scans  of  the  Spanish  painter ’ s  work onto  canvas ,  

he  then begins  his  usual  paint ing process .  With  a  part icular  attract ion to  oi l ,  Spivakov uses  paint  as  a  means  to  
place  the  image outs ide  of  i ts  or iginal  context .  Baroquan s i lhouettes  morph into  r ib- l ike  marks ,  b lurr ing the  forms 

of  skeleton and condom.  

Those  who have  been to  Venice  wi l l  know i t  s t i l l  doesn ’ t  fee l  des igned towards  support ing twenty- f i rst -century  
human l i fe .  Any evidence  of  th is  i s  an  intense  and sometimes  start l ing contrast .  Cigarette  butts ,  gum and graf f i t i  s i t  

t ight  against  the  foundat ions  of  art  h istory .  Whi lst  i t ’ s  easy  to  protest  this  s low and laboured destruct ion of  
arte fact ,  Spivakov chooses  to  accept  the  new-found cohabitat ion with  ant iquity .  There  is  beauty  in  age,  regardless  

of  how ugly  i t  can become.    
Always  a lert  to  the  cont inuous  stream of  v isual  juxtaposit ion squeezed through the  ze i tgeist ,  Spivakov ut i l i sed a  

chance  happening to  cata lyse  a  new body of  work.  On discover ing the  pat ina  le f t  by  a  condom in  between the  pages  
of  a  book of  Velázquez  pr ints ,  he  not iced a  new opportunity  to  use  paint ing in  further  explor ing the  post -histor ica l  

interpretat ion of  re l ic .  Can we st i l l  le t  bygones  be  bygones?  How can we ground ourse lves  within  an  exper ience  
that  fee ls  a lmost  uncomfortably  present  when we are  so  aware  of  the  past?   

Spivakov ’s  answer  is  one  shrouded with  humour,  s trangeness  and se l f -depreciat ion;  mechanisms we can a l l  use  to  
a id  the  anxiety  that  pers ists  through an over -st imulated and de-sensi t ised dependence  on present -day  information 

overdose.   
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