
“TRAGEDY BECOMES COMEDY AND COMEDY BECOMES TRAGIC. THE NEGLECTED 
THINGS YOU LEFT BEHIND BECOME BACKDROPS AND STAGES FOR NEW POSSIBILITIES 
TO ARRIVE. THUS A RAG BECOMES A LANDSCAPE, A BLASPHEMY BECOMES A PROPHECY 
AND A CLOWN BECOMES AN X-RAY OF YOUR BURNING HEART. 

THIS IS THE TRANSFORMATIVE NATURE OF ART. 
THAT'S THE TRICK.“ 

words by Daniel Spivakov

Stallmann Galleries in collaboration with Crea Cantieri del Contemporaneo is pleased to 
announce the opening of the exhibition È SOLO UN TRUCCO, the first solo show in 
Venice of the Ukrainian artist Daniel Spivakov, fresh from the success of the Chronorama 
exhibition in Palazzo Grassi and the Helmut Newton Foundation in Berlin. 
The project is divided into two rooms, the first on the ground floor opens to visitors an 
unprecedented body of pictorial works conceived and produced during Daniel's last year 
of Venetian residence, which since 2023 has seen part of our city and within Crea of his 
artist studio. The works see their particularity in the research and use of absolutely unusual 
materials, such as tea towels, gauze, recycled, resulting, discarded and unused fabrics 
from the artisan activities of the Cantieristica Minore Veneziana. 
Once upstairs the visitor encounters and interacts with a monumental work depicting the 
make-up face of a clown. 

The title of the exhibition, inspired by the Oscar-winning film La Grande Bellezza by Paolo 
Sorrentino, looks at the final scene in which Jep Gambardella, in a short and intense 
monologue, reasons around the nature of the journey and the individual moments of life, 
focusing on the his point of view on the meaning, meaning and role of art within the 
human journey. 
For the protagonist in his last words everything is “just a trick”. 

Daniel Spivakov 
È SOLO UN TRUCCO 
16 - 30 March 2024 

OPENING 15 March, 6 - 9 pm 
Breakfast Viewing 16 March, 10 am - 2.30 pm 
Opening times: Tues - Saturday, 11 am - 6 pm 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YO3n-S6BObI
https://www.stallmann.club/%C3%A8-solo-un-trucco


Daniel Spivakov was born in 1996 and spent his childhood in Kiev, Ukraine. At 15, he 
moved to Oklahoma through a family exchange program. Speaking only his native 
language, it was during this period that art became a fundamental vehicle of 
communication for Spivakov. The combination of a post-Soviet upbringing and 
adolescence in the American South allowed for a unique worldview that Spivakov draws 
on regularly throughout his process. After graduating from Central Saint Martins in 2020, 
he moved to Berlin for a short time but now lives and works in Venice. 

The exhibition is part of the Palcoscenici Veneziani project, whose lead body is Forcoop 
Cora, born thanks to the «Culture in Rete» tender, pr veneto fse+ 2021 - 2027 priority 1 - 
employment, which the Veneto Region has allocated for the implementation of projects 
aimed at workers of cultural enterprises, in a territorial network logic. It is proposed as an 
innovative initiative aimed at creating a vibrant and collaborative cultural ecosystem in the 
Metropolitan City of Venice. Through the collaboration of companies in the cultural, 
artistic and entertainment sectors, the project focuses on training, expanding the 
audience and social integration, promoting initiatives that combine tradition and 
innovation. With the support of local and academic partners, Palcoscenici Veneziani wants 
to consolidate the role of Venice as a dynamic center for the arts and cultural-creative 
tourism, enhancing both its ancient traditions and the most modern cultural expressions.
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